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River City Beemers 

October 2023 

 
 

 
 

Recurring Events: 
 
Member Meeting:1st Saturday of Every Month  
 
Location: Susie's Country Oaks Cafe,  
               1000 Melody Lane,  
               Roseville, CA 95678 
 
Breakfast or such whenever you arrive. Meeting starts 
more or less at 8:00 A.M. and runs until 9:00 A.M. or so, 
depending on what the Rafflemeister has in his goodie 
bag. Weather and other factors permitting there is a 
member ride after the meeting. Check the web site for 
details at rcb.org.  

 
Wednesday Night Dinner Ride 
 
Location:  Coffee Republic 
                 6610 Folsom-Auburn Road, 
                 Folsom, CA 95630 
 
Riders meet at the Folsom Coffee Republic before 
heading out to a local dining establishment 30-45 
minutes away. After dinner, the riders return home on 
their own. Locations are chosen the previous week by 
the participants. Yes, we ride in rain and during holiday 
periods. Each week's destination is usually posted in the 
forum on the previous Monday or Tuesday. 

Board of Directors Meeting 
 
Location: Pete’s Restaurant & Brewhouse 
               6608 Folsom-Auburn Road 
               Folsom, CA 

 
The RCB board of directors meets monthly to review 
past activities and plan future events. Consideration is 
given to member interest and cost, and the meeting is 
open to all. While the meeting begins at 7:00 P.M., most 
of the directors gather earlier to have dinner. 
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2019 Officers and Directors 
 
Officers: 
 
President    Fred Jewell        916-230-0951 
VP        Ray Nuguit         916-625-0799 
Secretary   Maggy Mini         916-716-1471 
Treasurer   Gordon Olson     916-642-2221 
 
Directors: 
  
2022-2023      Ray Trujillo           916-601-9141 

2022 – 2023   Al Morrison           916-955-2381 

2023 – 2024   Bob Rasters          925-606-6129 

2022 – 2023   Bob Brown            530-263-2823 

2023 – 2024   Ken Caruthers      916-712-1014 

2023 – 2024   Marv Lewis           916-208-1110 

2023 – 2024   Rick Kilton            541-331-9553 

2022 – 2023   Mike Robles         916-718-1514 

2023 – 2024   Karl Weiland        530-409-5409 

2022-2023     Greg Smith           916-539-9400 

 
Appointed Positions: 
 
Membership   Heidi Weiland      530-306-0959 

Newsletter     Jack Klauschie     916-765-7737 

Webmaster    Ken Caruthers     916-712-1014 

Women's Liaison Jeanie Thurston  

                                                  916-626-9121 

Rafflemeister  Gordon Olson    916-642-2221 

Ride Catain   Ken Caruthers    916-712-1014 

 

RCB 2023 Calendar of Events 
(See RCB Web Site / Forum for Details) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
November 18   Ladies Lunch 
 
December 2     Monthly Mtg/Club Ride/ Holiday Party 
 
December 9         Toy Run 
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President’s Corner 

October 2023 

 
It’s the first of October and I’m getting this month’s column out a little later than I’d like. I 
generally pride myself on being on time for most things. However, the past 10 days or 
so have been a bit more difficult than usual. After multiple trips to the doctor and many, 
many x-rays, we now know my wife Becki has a broken fibula AND tibia due to a 
condition called Charcot foot. (Look it up if you’re really interested), but it may cause me 
to miss attending our annual biggest event at Manchester Beach. She says go, but I’m 
not feeling right about leaving her alone. I won’t know for sure for a few days yet, but 
rest assured, the Bloody Mary bar will still be there in the very capable hands of Lisa 
Cornelius and Jack Weiglein. This year, due to our Saturday night menu featuring 
Mexican food, there will be Margaritas available too. The raffle for the set of tires for 
those who participated in the Where’s My Name contest will also be conducted by 
Gordy. A good time will be had by all, I’m sure. 

   Elections will be held in November for officers and directors, and I urge anyone 
interested in the fascinating world of club operations to let us know so we can get you 
on the ballot. I have been asking people to take the helm of this club away from me and 
have been met with thunderous silence. If no one steps up, then I will give it one (AND 
ONLY ONE) more year. I do enjoy being president, but I also do other things for the 
club, and I’d like to concentrate more on them. 

   I’m going to keep this column short this month, hopefully I’ll see you all at Manchester 
Beach. 

Days are getting shorter, let’s get those rides in before the weather does its thing and 
puts us on 4 wheels. 
 
by Fred Jewell RCB Prez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



River City Beemers 

October 2023

 

RCB Newsletter 
Page 4 of 45 

 
 

RCB  

Top of the Rockies Ride 

By Jeff Ivey 

(Moose Fat 2023) 
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The Crew 

Jason “The Kid” - 2012 BMW GS 

Ryan “I’ll hang with Marv” - 2016 BMW XR 

Michelle “Tour Planner & Guide” - 2017 BMW GSA 

Tracy “Squirrel” - 2016 BMW XR 

Jeff “Dad” - 2022 BMW GSA 

Mike “Mike doing Mike things” - 2021 BMW GSA 

Marv “Our Hero” - 2002 BMW LT 

The Plan 

Top of the Rockies BMW MOA Rally 

Great Basin, UT 

Zion, UT 

Bryce Canyon, UT 

Capitol Reef, UT 

Arches, UT 

Mesa Verde, CO 

Lake Powell/Page AZ (Antelope Canyon) 

Grand Canyon North Rim, AZ 

Las Vegas, NV 

Death Valley, CA 

Yosemite, CA (ok, we skipped Yosemite! Line was too long to get in) 
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What is an adventure? Basically, whatever you want it to be, a trip, an event, a group of 

friends doing things together and making memories. This trip started off as a small 

group of friends wanting to go to a Rally. It evolved into a two-week, National Park 

visiting, heat battling quest to get from place to place and make those memories. 

 

Day 1 – Sacramento to Fallon, NV – The group gathered in El Dorado Hills to set off on 

the journey, as usually happens there’s a straggler here and there! Once we finally set 

off, the group got in line and got moving. We stopped for an early group photo along the 

way and the memories began! It was a little warm but basically a nice day, we ended up 

in South Lake Tahoe for the first lunch stop where Brian, Tracy’s boyfriend bought the 

group lunch and said goodbye. 

 

Once back underway we headed over the mountain and into the heat! I think I heard we 

got up to about 106 but everybody’s thermometers on their bikes seemed to vary by a 

few degrees, no matter though, once you’re over 100 it’s hot!  

 

A few of the things to work out with a group of seven is making sure to keep the group 

together, we keep an experienced rider out front with the GPS directions and a sweeper 

out back with the directions as well. For most of the trip it was me (Jeff) out front and 

Ryan in the back. We also had the added challenge of keeping Marv and the sidecar rig 

“with” the group, it’s obviously just not as maneuverable as the bikes. 

 

First night was an Airbnb which gave us a bit of a false sense of comfort, nice place, lots 

of room, clean, A/C and on and on! We settled in that evening for a movie and a good 

night's rest. 
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Day 2 – Fallon NV to Ely NV. Fairly uneventful day just getting across Nevada, we did 

end up going into the Visitor Center at the Great Basin National Park, it was hot but not 

terrible, we started working out all the cooling vest procedures and gassing up etc. We 

also saw some shoes in a tree, that was strange! Ended up in Ely at the KOA, little did 

we know how nice that KOA was with grass and great cleaning facilities. I’ll say that 

again, there was grass for the tents! 

 

 



River City Beemers 

October 2023

 

RCB Newsletter 
Page 8 of 45 

 

 

 

Day 3 – Ely NV to Cedar Canyon campground in UT. Great riding with a few stops 

along the way, Palawan Gap, Dinosaur Tracks, Brian Head, Cedar Breaks National 

Monument etc. Little did we know this would be full on roughing it camping, basically a 

few patches of dirt in the woods. We were joined by a few million bugs and flies, they 

were relentless at our arrival time and the next couple hours. Upon arrival Ryan and 

Jason went into lumberjack mode and decided we needed the mother of all bonfires, 

they set about gathering wood and chopping trees with the axe! Half the group went into 

town and got themselves a proper meal while Ryan and Jason tried not to lose any 

digits. 
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Day 4 – Cedar Canyon to Escalante UT. Things got real on this day, Zion National Park, 

Bryce Canyon National Park, Escalante Grand Staircase, just spectacular sights to see. 

We had our first “incident” on this day. As happens during the busy season there’s lots 

of people in the parks, as the group was maneuvering around one of the bikes got 

dropped in a tight situation. It was just cosmetic damage and a turn signal left us at that 

point but thankfully no injuries. We ended up in Escalante and had a nice dinner across 

the street from the campground, the waiter was hilarious and said we’d have the best 

meal of the trip there, it was good. The promise for the next morning was a small place 

in town for breakfast but as luck would have it NOTHING was open in town, so we 

pushed on.  
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Day 5 – Escalante to Moab UT. This was a park filled day for sure with some insane 

blasts between parks. First up was Capital Reef National Park, a real gem that at least 

for me was quite unexpected, I’d never heard of it, but the canyon was amazing. After 

that we stopped for lunch then had to race to Arches for our scheduled entry time BUT 

Mike decided to take off on his own and went the wrong way! After we sorted him out, 

we blasted through the desert at triple digit speeds (disclaimer, there’s no evidence to 

prove this claim unless you check my GPS) to try and catch up with Tracy, Michelle and 

Marv who arrived at Arches first. 
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Arches National Park was hot, hot, hot, triple digits and lots of people to dodge in this massive 

park. After a couple hours in the park, we headed over to the Moab KOA for a warm evening. 

The campground was crowded but nice and there was a laundry area right in front of us that we 

took advantage of. Funniest thing that happened was a bunch of young men arrived in the spot 

next to us, set up their tent and whined like little babies for a couple hours before packing and 

leaving about 11 PM to go stay in a hotel, bunch of sissies! 
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Day 6 – Moab to Paonia CO for the Top of the Rockies Rally. Fairly uneventful ride with 

some great sights but it was once again quite hot. At a gas stop along the way some 

idiot in an RV rammed into a bollard at the gas pumps, as he backed out and tried to get 

away from the pump he headed straight towards Tracy who was filling up and the idiot  
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didn’t see her. Luckily, I saw it and was able to get him stopped, nearly started a fight 

but other than the RV everything was fine. We arrived at the Rally, got ourselves 

situated and settled in for the weekend. As an added surprise Mike broke out a massive 

tent and awning cover we had not seen yet! We were all like “where the hell has that 

been!”. 
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Day 7 – Top of the Rockies Rally 

Youngest and not youngest riders at the Rally! 
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Day 8 – Top of the Rockies Rally 

Day 9 – Paonia CO to Durango CO. Once the riding got underway it was a fairly quiet 

ride with some great scenery as we headed into the taller mountains. The threat of rain 

loomed, and the temps finally dropped but we remained dry and made it to the Airbnb 

for the evening. It was nice to watch a movie, sleep in a bed and clean up a bit after 

being in the dirt for days! The following morning had a mother deer and two babies in 

the backyard as we got ready to push off. 
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Day 10 – Durango to Monument Valley UT. The day started off with breakfast in 
Durango where a bunch of “badass” old school chopper riders pulled in and all 
proceeded to get parking tickets then it was off for a visit to Mesa Verde National Park 
to see the ancient mountain dwellings and cave carvings. It was a hot day, very hot!  

 
From Mesa Verde we pushed on to the Four Corners  
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Monument where it was absolutely blazing hot. Sounds crazy but it’s hard to describe 

how much the heat takes energy out of the body. We drank some serious water, 

Gatorade etc. and just dealt with it.  

We pushed into the Monument Valley area and ended up at a dirt KOA with an amazing 

view. The sunset was stunning and the sunrise the next day was equally spectacular!  

After cleaning up and pulling out we continued back to the east and Page/Lake Powell 

AZ. 
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Day 11 - Monument Valley - Page/Lake Powell AZ. We were able to pull into town early 
enough to get a nice Texas BBQ lunch and drop the bags off at the campsite next to 
Lake Powell.  
 
We then headed back to Page to visit the Antelope Canyon Tour which turned out to be 
one of the highlights of the trip, an underground or below surface canyon carved by 
running water and flash floods, what’s left is almost surreal forms we were able to walk 
through.  
 
Kudos to Marv on this, it was a hell of a trek, and it was blazing hot, but he powered 
through it no problem, that guy is amazing! After the tour we headed back to the camp 
and went for a swim in Lake Powell, a refreshing cooldown in the blazing heat. 
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Day 12 - Page/Lake Powell AZ to St. George UT. The day started with a blazing hot 

walk out to Horseshoe Bend for our first glimpse of the Grand Canyon, it did not 

disappoint. Upon leaving I put my wallet in what I thought was my front pocket, this 

became a nightmare a couple hours later! We pulled into a gas station on the way to the 

North Rim of the Grand Canyon and poof my wallet is GONE!! I cancel my cards, panic 

a bit then as we’re getting ready to go, I feel the wallet in my back pouch on the riding 

jacket. This instantly had Jason laughing at me and calling his mother to make fun of 

me, LOL! From there we headed towards the North Rim of the Grand Canyon, the road 

was one of the best of the trip and the temps were great – those two things aligning 

made for a great ride into the park. Once we arrived, we started to explore the views of 

the North Rim and I can’t even describe what we saw, just breathtaking stuff. We stayed 

longer than I expected but it was well worth it. We headed out and blasted towards St. 

George UT, the first part of the ride was nice then we can off the plateau and the temps 

started to rise! By the time we stopped for gas were back in the triple digits and even 

keeping the speeds up in the 80’s didn’t cool us down a bit. Then the surprise of 

surprises hit us when we came down the hill into Hurricane UT, we went from 100ish to 

over 110 degrees!! As soon as we hit that heat, we made the call to pivot from camping 

to hotel, we stopped and made the calls and headed towards the A/C.  
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Day 13 – St. George UT to Las Vegas. At this point the heat is just stupid hot, we left at 

9AM and it was 98 degrees and soon it climbed much higher. Short riding day with a 

stop at the Vally of Fire State Park, let’s just say the name was fitting, it was 110 the 

entire time. Not the most thrilling park but nice to see, we did catch three male rams 

folding around a female, my guess is she wasn’t going to get away from them. 
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From the park we headed into Las Vegas for another hotel night and to see the new 

sphere thing. 

Day 14 – Las Vegas to Bishop CA (through Death Valley). This was always the day we 

were sort of dreading, going through Death Valley in July, who thought that was going to 

be a good idea?? Anyway, in order to beat the heat, we decided to kick stands up at 

4AM and after I missed an exit and went through a neighborhood, we shouldn’t have we 

were off. We ended up reaching Death Valley around 6AM and absolutely blasted 

through it, didn’t even stop for pictures. It ended up being nothing after all we’d been 

through, think it was less than 105 at its worst but it didn’t last long and I was hauling 

ass! 

 

 

The sphere was really cool and after days of debate on how we’d get over to see it, 

walk, cab, Uber we ended up just going to the roof of the hotel and there it was. This 

picture doesn’t do it justice, it was bizarrely amazing at night with all the goofy videos. 
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In the end because we’d left so early, we arrived in Bishop around 9:30AM. We decided 

just to blast home and make it a 600-mile day, by far our longest of the ride. 

So, in the end we were hot and tired, but all made it home! What an amazing group of 

people and an amazing adventure! 

The End! 

 

 

At The Beginning ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ 
Courtesy of CJ Gilzean 
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Editor’s Request 
 

Please take photos and write notes. 

Better yet write an article or ride report. 

If you read an interesting article, send me a copy. 

Please send them to me at jackklau@comcast.net and I will add them to 

the newsletter to share with members.  

 

 

Log on @ rcb.org. 

Create a member account with username and 

password to access the Forum. 

mailto:jackklau@comcast.net
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A&S BMW Motorcycles 

1125 Orlando Ave 

Roseville, CA 95661 

(916) 726-7734  

www.ascycles,com 

 

Ozzie’s BMW Motorcycles 

2438 Cohasset Rd. 

Chico, CA 95926 

(530) 345-4462 

 

Cycle Specialties, Inc. 

1201 North Carpenter Rd. 

Modesto, CA 95351 

(209) 524-2955 

 

CALMOTO 

952 North Canyons Parkway 

Livermore, CA 94551 

925.583.3300 

 

BMW Motorcycle of Santa Rosa 

800 American Way 

Santa Rosa, CA 95492 

(707) 838-9100 

 

BMW Motorcycles of San Francisco 

790 Bryant St. 

San Francisco, CA 94107 

(415) 503-9988 

 

San Jose BMW 

1990 W. San Carlos St. 

San Jose, CA 95128 

(408) 295-0205 

 

http://www.ascycles,com/

